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6-7-^ TO Jll'id^ 

HIS GRACE ^ ' ^ 

THE LORD ARCHBISHOP OP 
CANTERBURY. 

May itpleafe Your GRACE : 

WHEN I foKcited Permiffion to 
prefix your Grace's Name to this imall 
Tra6l, my Objedt was— to convince my 
Readers, that the Principles tlierein con- 
tained, are Genuine Doctrines of the 
Church of England ; and that the 
Clergy of that Church do riot think 
their Province invaded, by tlie Efforts 
of Laymen in the Cause of Religion. 

r 

I have the Honor to fubfcribe myfelf, 

Your Grace's 

« • 

dutiful and abedient humble Servant 



t 

<* 



( 



J0HN BOWDLER, 



/ 



^■■VM niiBi^— i»i 






. ' < 






-^ 



t , • 



r 'i 



- •rf • 4 A J. 



I i • . '^ w — 



I > ' 



-^ M t 



< ■ 



i 



■4 



I • t 



/ 



4 



.» , 11 ^ 11* « 



'." '" ■■' 3» 



.^# 1 ^— 1 1 M ill • I ■ ■ ■ * 



REFORM OR RUIN: 



I « 



3;^K£ rOUR CHOICE! 



^^mn'^^'ii^'^am^mmmttKt^KKmmmmmm 



T AM a freebOm Briton, and an independent 
man : I have no Place or Pdniion ; I never 
was at Court, nor ever intend to go there. I know 
neither the Minifters, nor thofe who oppofe 
them. But I haVe a right to think and.fpeak for 
myfelfy .and will do fb ; and I call upon all true 
Britonfr to hear what I have to &y, and then 
judge for thenjfelVes. . 

This Country has often been in great danger, 
Jbut never in greater than now. ' 

Thpufands of our Countrymen have periftied 
by the Sword, and ftiU more by Difeafe. 

Millions and millions of Money have be^n 
ipent;;. Even our Public Credit, of which we 

B boa{te(^ 
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IxMifted fo much» has been (haken. Stocks, 
never were lower. Our Debt never was fo great. 
Our Tars» of whom we were (b pioud, have 
made our hearts ake — ^Andfo luve Our Fellow 
Subjefts in Ireland, 

I allow we have had great Succefs, We have 
taken many fine Iflands and Colonies from our 
Enemies. We have beat their Fleets, whenever 
we could find them ; and takcn^ or deftroyed 
half their Navy. And what is very remarkable, 
fcarce a Ship of War of ours has been taken ; 
wnd not one foot of Britijk Limd has been kfiy in 
any part, of the Worli ! . . 

I admit, alfo, that pur ^nemies are more 
diffarefied than we are. That the French are the 
mcA wretched People under the Sun, Their 
King, their Queen^ and al& the Royal Famify, 
have either been put to death, cm: driven intp 
Joreign Coi)}itries ; and fo have their Nobility^ 
and the greateft and beft part of thefir Ctergj^. 
A vaft Mmber of perfons of all ranki^ Men, 
Women, and Children, have been beheadetl, 
ihot, drowned, ftabbed, and potfoned. Many 
have iled, and dare not return ; ttid dl ihaCe who 

remajb 
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iemzin, agfettpart have loft tKeir Property, 
ind all Che cdmforts and conveniences of Life: 
Religion^ Latr, Order, and good Government, 
feem at an end atnoi^ft them. 

In Spsun, the cafe is not much better. Being 
divided intd two Parties, one betrayed the other 
to the French, who compelled them to declare 
Wat againft ns ; and the confequence is, they 
have been beat moft dreadfully, and, if they 
dare, would cut the throats of all the Frenchmen 
in their Country. 

The Dutch are ftill worfe off. Their Trade 
is defbroyed ; their Colonies are in our hands ; 
the French have drained them of their Money* 
their Goods, and almoft every thing they had. 
And by French Troops j^ced in all their ftror^ 
Towns, they are forced to fit out Ships to fight 
againft us, when they had rather by hidf fight 
for us. 

But what are we the better for all this ? In 

fpite of the dreadful thmgs that havfe happened 

ta our Enemies.;- in fpite of all thef Contjiiefts We 

have ihadc,' and- the Ships we hatvie tJ&eji j wfttt 
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IS our State at this hour? We arc threatened 
with Invafions and Infurreftions ; we ars loaded 
with Debts and Taxes; we are divided ajid 
weakened by Parties ; we are funk in Gloom 
.and Defpair, And yet, that- French Fleet, 
which. was intended to invadeus, was difperfed, 
and the objed of the expedition completely' de- 
feated. • A Body of Troops, which aAually land- 
ed, .were inftantly taken Frifoncrs. The Afts 
pafled againft Seditious Meetings, feemcd to 
fupprefs them. The Merchants and Traders 
fupported our tottering Credit. A plentiful 
Har\xfl: put an end to a want of Corn, which 
came very near to a Famine. ' And let any EQain 
travel from one end of the Ifland to the other, 
with his eyes open and his ears fhut, and he will 
fee every mark of Plenty and Prolperity ; every 
Village flourishing and improving; and every 

to 

Field in a better ftate, and producing more than 
it ever did .before. But let him take the fame 
journey with his eyes fhut aijd his ears open, and 
,he will hear many Perfpns talk of nothing but 
.Grieva^ces and pi^reffions, War and I^in* 

Now 



E 5 ] 

Now what is the meaning of all this ? — How 
qomes it to pafs, aiter all our wonderful Efcapes, 
after all our glorious Vidories ; in the mid ft of 
fo much Plenty and feeming Profperity ; that 
we not only tliink ourlelves upon the brink of 
Ruin, but perhaps really are fo ? The anftver is 
plain and (hort — JV^ are not reformed.. A tho^ 
rough Reform would fet all right, and reftore us 
to Peace and Happinefs, But what is that 
Reform which will do this great good ? To anfwer 
this queftion is my objeft in writing. — Some 
think J a Reform in Parliament will alone be fuffi- 
cieht ; and that Reform to confift only in the 
Members being chofen in a different manner. — 
Some are fox leffening the Power of the Crown. . 
-r-^Some for abolifliingTythes. — Some for making 

r 

an immediate Peace with France. — Some( though 
they have not courage to fpeak out) are for efta- 
bliftiing a Republic on the French plan. AU 
thefe, except the laft, are paltry, partial Reforms, 
which can do little good, and may do much 
niifchief. 

\i every Man in the Kingdom had a 
Vote for a Member of Parliament, what would 

B3 be 



ht the confequence ? — Why cadi Member would 
be chofen by a Mob. And whom would a Mob 
choofc ? — ^Why the man that made the loudeft 
Speech, and the largeft Promifes. And who 
would this be ? — ^Why he, that, having neither 
Property nor Charafter to lofe, was ready to fay 
any thing to get into the Houfe, in hopes of 
being paid for breaking every Promifc he had 
made. 

As to leffening the Power of the Crown, we 
have tried that already, and therefore can judge 
what the efFeft would be. Every body knows, 
that no Man can govern Ten Millions of People, 
without fome Power. And if he has not lawful 
Power enough to govern them by^ either he 
won't be able to govern them at all, and then 
there can be nothing but Confufion and Mifchief j 
or elfe he muft govern them by unlawful Means. 
And I appeal to any Man of common fenfe, whe- 
ther it is not better, that a King fhould govern 
according to fixed and fettled Laws, which are 
known to all the Nation ; than by ilhdue Influ- 
ence, Bribery, Corruption, and the like. 

But 
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But fey fomc — ^Reform the Church, and al)o 
li(h Tithes. I hope to (hew prefently how the 
Chyrch ought to be reformed : in the mean 
time I will only fay, that, unlefs it h xeformed,. 
and fpee^ly too, it is all over with us. But, as to 
abolifhing Tithes, I fear that won't anfwer; for 
the. Tithes belong to the Clergy, and I have 
no faith in Wrong and Robbery. Befides, re- 
member what the Devonftiire Farmer faid at th^ 
Meeting : He afked, wha were to , have the 

^ 

Tithes when they were taken from the Parfbns ; 

and being told they would be the Landlord's ; 

. ■" » • ' " 

then, fsud he " I had rather they (holdd hiJe as 
they be 3 for I can always deal better with the 
Parfon, than I can with my Landlord." 

As for a Republic on the French plan, we may 
cxcufe thofe who wifli for it, if they are rather 
lliy on the fubjeft ^ becaufc, if they were not, they 
might be in danger of a rope. For my part, 
I really do not wifli for it : 

Firft, Becaufe (as I faid before) I have no 
faith in Wrong and Robbery ; and a King has as 
good a right to his Crown, as 1 have to my 
Cottage : 

B4 Se- 
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• r * * . - ^^ 

Secondly, The People hefe doAt*feci5j to like 
a Republic; 

- c ' 

. Thirdly, I never yet read of a Republic that 
I fhould like to live under : And 
Foiftthly, One may buy gold too deaf.. 
It wa$ faid the French Revolution would nilak(i 
the French Nation free and happy : But it haa 
now gone on for feven or eight years, and pro-^ 
duccd Confufion, Oppreffion, Cruelty, Poverty* 
all: {orta .of Mifcloief and Wickednefs, and nc^ 

ft 
r 

good whatever^ And if we are all to have our 
throats cut, that our Grandchildren may be free, 
and happy} I think that is buying gold too, dear.. 

I truft.I have now fhewn that none of thc^ 
above Plans will anfwer our purpoie : Let uSj^ 
then, look for one that wilL But, (that I rnay 
not be taken for a Quack Doftor} before I pre-, 
fcribe the C«r^, let me try to find out the Caufe^ 
of our prefent unhappy ftate. And in order fo ta 
do, let us takjs a fhqrt view of all Ranka of Pe6ple 
in this liland ; and let us begin with the higheft,. 

Of the King, if 1 knew ever fo many bad 
things, I fliould be cautious how I mentioned 

th^m 4 
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tKem ; becaufe I have no indinatioil to be 
hanged or tranfported. But, in truth, I knpw 
no harm of hun. His private Life every body 
(ays is good — ^and, I think, his public Conduft 
has been good alfo. He has been guilty of no 
Craelty gr Oppreflion, that I know o£ In the 
courfe of his long Reign, our Liberty has been 
increafed and fecured. He has encouraged Arts 
an^ M^ufa&ures, and promoted learned and. 
ingenious Men. So that I believe we may faxrlj 
call him one of our very beft Kings. 

r 

Having no more dcfire to fee the infide of 
Newgate than to try the air of Botany Bay, I (hall 
always be caiitious what I lay about the Par- 
liament. It has pafled many good Laws ; And 
though there have been (bme ftrong ones of late^ 
I am afraid the Times required them, and that 
our Conftitution could not have been preferved 
without fuch, , . 

I will, however, beg leave to afk two or three 
(hort queftions 3 — ^and let thofe whom the cap, 
fits, wear it : 

Whca 



When the JLavy forbids Bribery, can it be 
jight to bribe? 

When a Man undertakes to aft for others, 
can it be right to jiegleft his Truft ? 

When ^fting for others, ought we to confider 
tkeir iatereft or otfr own ? 

As for the .Miniftry, I allow that they ccm- 
dudcd Aflairs very well^ till the War began : — . 
I allo^, too^ . tlj^t we haye had great Succefl^* 
Bvt yet I am not convinced th^t things mi^t not 

» u 

have been managed l;)etter^ and at leis Expenfe* 
\ Ihoyld,. hqwcver, be more ready to blame 
^ijufters, if I were not convinced that they, 

have been prevented doing their bcft hy the 

. • ' » 

Oppofition^ And now my patience begins ta 
fail nie : — ^for what can be more provoking to 
any Man who really loves his Country, than to 
fee Men pretending to love their Country and 
to wifli to fave it, and yet — inftead of doing all 
in their power (o help things iorward — doing all 
in their power to hinder every meafure propofed^ 
and at Taft quitting their Pofts, at the very mo- 
ment when (as they themfelves allow)" the Coun- 
try 
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try is in the utmoft danger poffible? — ^And let 
any Man read the Speeches^ which have beea 
put into the Papers as thofe of the heads of the 
Oppofition ; and confider the conduft of the 
Irifh, the Seamen, &c. ; and then fay, whether 
thofe Speeches did not occafion much of the 
Mifchief which has happened ? 

Look at the conduft of the Nobility, and 
Gentry in general (including the Officers of the 
Army and Navy, and the higher clafTes of Law, 
Phyfic, and Commerce). Thank God ! you will 
find among them fome excellent peoples; and in 
general they are willing to aifift the Poor, and not 
to opprefs them. But do not Luxury, Corrup- 
tion. Adultery, Gaming, Pride, Vanity, Idle- 
nefs. Extravagance, and Diifipation, prevail too 
generally ? Or, are they diligently employed, as 
they ought to be, either in the fervice of their 
King and Country, or in regulating their own 
Families and their Neighbours, in thofe places 
where their property lies ? 

Of the Bifliops and Clergy, I Ihould be very 
ibriy to fay any thing that might l^Stn them in 

the 
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the eyes of the Nation ; for if we are to be pre- 

• • ... . 

fervedj it muft be by their means* 

The Biflxops are in general learned and. good 
Men ; and much aje we indebted to the King^ 
for fettingfuchat the head. o£ the Church. They 
take more pain^, and have more work to do, 
than is commonly fuppofed. Yet if St. Paul 
were among them^ I think he would work harder 
than any of them^ and adopt fome ftronger 
meafurcs.to bring back to their duty, fuch Clef - 
gymen as have deferted it : For, (forry I am to 
fay it) though you will find many among the 
lower Clergy wha do their Duty, and take care of 
their Flocks ; you will find top many, alfo, whot 
negleft both, and fpend their time in Public 
Places J in Dancing, or Card Playing ; or dang- 
ling at Court,, or elfewhere^ in hopes of prefer- 
ment.— If fuch believe in a Day of Reckoning ^ 
1 can only fay,' they have a fort of Courage- 
which I have not. 

Among the Lawyers, Merchants, Traders,, 
Farmers, and others engaged in Buiinefs ; " we 

« 

find 'many honeft, generous, and charitable men j 

and 
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and many dilhoheft, |»ofiigat€# or covetous. gK^« 
rafters. But do we not find almoft all of them^as 
much engroffed by worldly' Bufinefs, or Cares, ^r 
Aniiifements, as if they were to live here for^evcr ? 

Laftly, look at the Lower Clafles : — ^And, 
though (after due allowance for their little in- 
ftru6tion and few advantages) they are, perhaps, 
tefe guilty, ' than thofe of higher Rank ;. yet. Are 
they as honeft, fober, and, induftrious, ^s they 
©ught to be ? Are they ready to obey thofe who 
have a right to command them ? Do they fpcnd 
all they earn in feeding and clothir^g tliemfelves 
and their Wives and Families ? and do they earn 
all they can ? Are the Sundays fpent at Church, 
or at the Alehoufe ? — abroad, in bad Company, 
t>r at home, with their Families ? Do they iii- 
ftruft their Children themfelves -, or accept, with 
hearty thanks,- thofe inftrucSibns which areprovi- 
ded for them by the bounty of their neighbours ? 

Havii^ now turned our eyes on the Various 
Claffes of which this Nation is compofed; can 
we pQ at a lofs to know what that Refprm- is, 
lyjiich our cafe reqtaires ?; — furely. No, It is as 

r^ , plain. 
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plain» w plam ean be> that tlii Rdbrm weWaiif ^ 
and the only R^rm which ean fave us^ (but 
vhich cettftinly will ftve us^ if adb^dd in time) is 

— *A Thorough IIeform of t'RiyciPLEs 
AND Practices, among all Ranks of 

■ 

People throughout the Kingdom I 

Let the King and Queen continue to fet aat 

example of Piety^ Regularity, Sobriety, and 

conjugal Fidelity, to their Children, their Ser** 

tants, and all their Subjedts. Let them drive 

feom their Councils, and their Coutt, all Adultc-* 

lers and Adultereiles ; all Gamblers ; all, in {h6rt» 

whofe Charaders are notorioufly bad, of either 
Sex, and of every Rank* 

Let them avoid even innocent Amufemcnts^ 
if hable to produce Immorality among others j 
Vrhich, alas ! is too often the cafe. 

*< Oh Hard condition, twin-bom with Greatnefs ! ' 
. ^ What infinite Heart's-eafe mufl Kings negleft/ 
" That private Men enjoy I** 

r can tak€ my Sunday evening*s walk, that 
with my Neighbours, and view the beauties of 
Nature s *nd no harm done. But if my gracious 

Sovi- 



Sovereigti could fee but a ftnall part of tlie Coi|« 
TufiQn> Idlenefs,. Drunkenndfs, Dif^regard g£4he 
Sabbath, and other incitculable ill efieds, whidt 
are produced, not only in Windfor, Eton, and 
the whole Ndghbourhood, but even in ids 
Capital itfelf^ by his merely appearing <9q 
Windfor Terrace ; how gladly would he give xtp 
for the good rf bis People, that heart-felt Satis- 
fadion, which he has fo often felt, froow- 
^^ Reading his Hiftory in a Nation's Eyes!'* • 

Let every Member of Parliaraest, whether 
Peer or Commoner, refle<3: on the awful Tnift 
committed to his care, and attend diligently to 
the execution of it. Not merely when a poli- 
tical difpute arifcs, but conftantly and uniformly. 
Let no Aifl receive its fiat, without a ftrift fcru- 
tiny into its Merits, Let them revife, curtail, 
and methodife the whole code of Statute Law ; 
whofe bulk and confufian is ilich, that I fear we 
may almofl: fay 

" Mole ruk fual" 

If but a fmall part of that time, and thdfe 
talents, which are wafted in long-winded ha- 
rangues, and j^ittcr difputations, were thus sp- 

phedi; 
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. piled J our Llws would acquire cleamefs, prcc^l-* 

: fion, and vigour. The number^ the leagfh, and 
the expenfe of our Suits, would no more be the 
reproach of our Nation. Imagination itfclf can 
.hardly embrace the variety and the magnitude of 
the national Benefits, which would, be thereby 
produced. 

Let thofe, to whom the Adminiftration of the 
Jlxecutive Government is committed, learn, hf^ 
dea^-^bought and fatal Experience, that their own 
Arm cannot fave them ; and that human Law? 
and human Power can avail nothing, without 
found Principles and pure Morals; and let them, 
dierefore, without delay, bend the whole force of 

. their talents to the promoting of thefe. 

As for thofe, who, from motives of perfonal 
Ambition, Advancement, or Gain ;, frqm private 
Pique, or party Prejudice, or any other finifter 
defign ; . are ready to facrifice the public good, to 
their private views ; it is vain to wafte words on 
them, — their Confciences muft be . feared with 

.a hot iron. 

To thofe, on whom Providence has be- 

- ftowed Kank, Honour, Wealth, or any ufeful 

Ta- 
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Tdlent ; and who have not quite forgoti who 
18 the Giver of all good Gifts ; I next ad** 
drpfs myfelf J eameftly entreating thenv to with- 
draw th^ir minds, for one moment, from all oth^ 
purfuits ; and to confider their own fituation^ 
and that of their Country and of the furrotmd* 
ing Nations. Where are now the Rank, the 
Honours, and the Wealth, of France, of Flan- 
ders, . of Holland, and of Italy ? And where 
fnuft thofe of Britain fhortly be ; if their pot 
lefifors will neither take warnii^ from the fate of 
others, nQr from the Judgments of Heaven, juft 
jready to fall oii their own heads ? It is yet in 
JthciT power to fave their Country, and their own 
jSouls y but not a moment muft be loft. Let 
them inftantly q\iit the Dice Box, the Turf, and 
the Tavern ; every wicked, and every trifling 
icmployment ; and repair .each to his proper 
Station. Let them reform, firft Themfelves, 
their Expenfes, their Wives and Children, their 
Servants and Dependents ; and then exert all 
their influence, as Landlords, as Magiftrates, as 
Friends, and as Neighbours ; encouraging jind 
jprotefting the fober and induftrious;. difcourag- 

C iAg 



hig and puhiflimgj with Cindour, htit vnth 
Tigour, Ae^ kwkfs and profli^tc. Few of 
thofe, to' whom I am now fpcaking, are aware 
how imich mifchicf iihey occafion, merely by 
•feeing m a'wron^ Place*, or how much good they 
'mujtdoy if thfey U'ouid cmly ftay where their Lot 
•has falTen, ft was the bbfenration- of a maa rf 
mtich good fenfe and expcriience,— -'* That, if 
every Gentleman would rcfide on his Eftate^ aitd 
every Qergyitito cfii his Living, we (bould ndiA 
no otlier ReforrhaiHion/* Let thofe^ then, wte 
• fly to Towns and Cities,, to miblic Places, cr 
foreign Countries, in fearch oKpaltry amufe- 
mcnts ; or under a falfe pretext, or at beft a mif- 
taken- notion, of repairing their lliattered for- 
tunes ; no longer think themfelves guilt kfs,^^ 
Numberlcfe are the ways in which their Country 
is injured by their abfence : If refident at their 
Family Seats, their Example, their Influence, 
their Fortune, every Talent they poflefs, dif- 
penfes !Keffings on all around them. In any 
other place, they almoft unavoidably do Mif- 
chief, by adding to the number of thofe, whonai 
the Vices of Cities inevitably corrupt. 

Buld 
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* Sdt \i {>t^ labtiv^ canbot p^vaiT, M 
pitaA the c&viki of Patriotifiil» It has htitti dfttm 
tiodt that ad £ogltih Goiuitty-Gentteniaii »the 
Fltft Chaiaa* in the Worid i^--tod traiy , when 
vre view him feated in the Manfion of his Aa* 
cfeftors; furroundfid by his Family^ his Relit^ 
tions^ his $ervant9y his Workmen^ his Tenant&i * 
and his Ni^ighboiin^ aU^viln^theiirdiM prbportiofl^ 
partaking of lus Holpitafity and Bei^evolence !--- 
where fliaU We find a mdre enviable objed: ? But 
merely fhift the fcene, and place him in a dirty 
Lodging, in one of the long and gloomy ftreets 
cf the Metropolis:— *where now are Iki ttonours^ 
hk Influence, his ReTpfeftability ?— All Taiiifhed 
and gone } He becomes at once a mere Cypher^ 
\Yitfabut ufe or value : his next hei^bour knows 
him' not: and that Inc6md> which bdEore pto^ 
ciired hitn and others fo much f(^td and fub^ 
ilantial Comfort^ will barely &ppty what are 
deemed the nece^y Ornaments aii^i Atsmfc- 
ineAts of Llfe« M^antiin^; his S&rfanits ar^^ 
fainted with the Viises of tlae Town j and it is. 
well if the Moials, eve a of his Wile tod Dai:^h* 
tersy. aTe pref^ved uninjured : — their Heahh cbr* 
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toiiily it not. Then the Sea is <wdere4 : a paltry 
Mgiog at Brighton iiicceeds a paltry lodging in 
Ldnd<>a : his Maiifion>houfe is deferted in Sum- 
mer as wcll-as Winter: habits of Indolence are 
aajnired'— rpechapa, ' habits d '■ a worfe kind, if 
worfe can be : and he (who was the Support and 
Qrnwnent ot a confiderable Diftrift ; the fond 
Pveot ;-the indulgent Landlord; the hofpitable 
Ne"^hbour j the liberal Benefaftor ; the refpeft- 
ejd Magiftrate ;) finks into ufelefe InfignificancB 
and Contempt ! 

Abandoned by their Owners, oxa Villages^ 
might ftill have fome hope left, if they were not- 
aJfo abandoned by their Paftors; — by thofc, 
whofe boundett Duty it is to take care of them ; 
and whofe breach of duty has this a^rai^ion, 
that not hy 'Defcent {as in the former cafe), but 
by -their ovsit filemn Accept atice^ this duty 
attaches.- Far be it from me to fpeak difrefpeft- 
fully of the Clergy : I reverence their facred 
Office : I look up to them, as the moft pious, 
die moft learned, and the moft ufeful Clafe of 
^1, As Individuals, they muft of courfe vary ; 
and while fome arc ably and diligently perform- 
ing 
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f 

ing their duty, others alas ! notorioufly neglect 

their s. 

' '"* ' ♦ 

It has too long been the falie and fhaTIow po^ 

* 

licy of ureligious and worldly-minded Minifters, 
to' deprive the Clergy of the exert ife of thofe 
Rights, which they received hot from Man : and 
which Man, therefore, cannot take from them. 
It feems almoft forgotten, in thcfe days of.no- 
vel'ty, when every thing ancient and venerable is 
defpifed;. that Chnftians are a regular. Society^ 
formed by Christ. himfelf, under Rulers awi 
Officers appointed by him, with authority to ap- 
point others to.fucgeed them : and t hus.our pref^nt 
Biflipps and Clergy derive their Authority by 
regular Succe.ffion from Him to whom all Power 
was given, and who, if he had fet^i fit, coukl 
h^ve iiivefted thetn with temppral Authority 
alfp ; but this he did not. Qn thp- contrary^ 
He; aQd His Apollles every where, in the moft 
explicit terms, enjoin, all Chriftiaus to fuhmit 
like othqrs to their lawftil Governors. In Tem^ 
pora/ Matters, therefore, our Bifliops and Clergr 
poflefs only fuch Powers as are given them bjr 
the l^aws of this Land : but, in all Spriiual Con*^ 
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ccrns, thfjy 4eriye tbeir Authorh^ kf 

whom Kings mgn^ and are bound to exert it fqr 
the benefit of that body over whom th^y are; 
appointed* 

With all poffible deference, I fubmit it to the 
jconfideratiou of oxir Governors, both in Church 
and State, whether any Society can long floxirifh^ 
or even exift, without Regulation and Reform ? 
and whether the Church of England can form an 
exception to this rule ? I eameftly entreat thtipx 
toconfider the prefent ftate of Religion and 
Morals in this Kingdomr—To confider how im- 
poffible it is for hman L^Ws to coerce ^ people^ 
who have loft all fenfe pf the Divm L^w y who 
arc no longer reftrained by the diftatps of Con-t 
fcience j and who, confequently, abftain f^om no 
Crimes, but fuch as ^re prohibited by the Law 
of the La^nd, — ^and from thofe, only when tho 
danger of Punifhmeht is fo apparent, as to over- 
come the force of corrupt Paflions and pam*^ 
pered Appetites ! Whatever may be the refult 

of fuch an inquiry, it furely muft be admitted, 
that the enforcing the Refidence of our Parochial 
Clergy is indiipenfably reqvifite J and that the 

timea 
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« * 

(jtncsCAlUor uncommQa exertion InaU ; efpecMy 
in thofe* who have tb^ car? of our Principles ^nd 
our Mor^» Never did tho Powers of Dar^mefs, 
exert .themfelves' more, or with more fucc^.*— 

Do. other Powers exert themfdves as much to, 

■^ ,....« • '••- •■- 

CQtmteraft them i Treafoxx, Seditiou, . and Mu* 

tiny, iiav9 appeared j . and new Law* have been 

IMde to prevent their gpjiwth j apd we all/?//* 

^ moft q( us acknowUdgey that this was right 

wdfit; But do not Adulteiy,. Gaming, Sajpbath- 

Breaking, J^egleft of Public Woiihip, and above 

gH, JUv^k^apnnefs ^d Indifference about . Rj^i- 

gion ilfblf, prevail, to' a degrjee unkno>vn iji ^jf 

forme? 4ge ?— t9 a degree; whichi ieqns to pqi-. 

tend the eradicating Chrlft^anity intUisquai^ 

ter of the World ? Aiid ^^bere are ^Jie Law^ 

agiinft tibefc? Shall t be told that; there^.are 

fuch abready in our Statute Bopl^s ? TiiQ %r^ 

was fettd as to the Law^s againft Tresrfqn and Se» 

ditioa i bttt:by whO^j^i was it (aid ? Wa^ ^t bj 

thofe, who wift\ed to prevejit fuch crimes ?—<>? 

■ 

lUvQfe, who, by their WrjtingB and ^eeches, 

fead entQw^ed them ? • . 

C4 - . I9 
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In the Nartie, therefore, of thdt' Go]> wh<» 
made us ; of that Saviour, who died to tt^ 
deem us; and of that BlesiJed Spirit, wha 
is ever readf to affift our weak but Jncere En* 
dcavourss I call on every Bifhop, Pricft, and 
Deacon, who has devoted himfelf to the fervice 
of God in the Church of England ; to lay afide 
every Avocation, and inftantly to exert his utmoft 
Powers, in the prefervation of oxxr holy Religon^ 
— So fliall he fave many Souls from Death, and 
hide a multitude of Sins, - 

If any Lawyers, Merchants, or others en^ 
gaged in worldly Bufinefs, can ipare time and 
thought for one ferious Refleftion, let that 
Tcfieftion be — How their Account loilljiand at 
the Day ef Judgment /^— 4iow they will then anf» 
wer, for having joined " Night to Day, and 
Sunday to the Week i'* in adding fliilling to 
(hilling, and guinea to guinea : inftead of purfu- 
ing their lawful calling in a lawful manner, and 
devoting to the fervice of God, that portion of 
their time and thoughts which he clams % and 
which Claim (if they have a jufl fenfey either of 
their temporal or eternal interefl) they will nevey 
more refjftt 
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1 now wifii to addrefs myfelf to all the Inha* 
bitants of this Ifland, but chiefly to thofe of the 
Low^r Clafsy as it is called : — to thofe, who 
have neither Rank or Riches, but muft eara 
their daily Bread by their daily Laboxir. Youi 
my Fellow-Countrymen, whether you know it 
or not, have Souls to be faved ; and muft live 
forever in another World ; and be. there re- 
warded or punifhed, as you have behaved well ot . 
ill in this life. Even here, if you behave ill, you 
will fufFer for it ; and if you behave well, God 
and good Men will aflift you. If you are idle, 
do you not want Bread ? If you are drunken^ 
do not your Wives and Children fufFer ? If yoii . 
are difhonfcft, do you not lofe your Charafters ? 
If you are honeft, and contented, and diligent^ 
do you not find you are happy ? By being happy ^ 
J dont mean that you have every thing you want, 
or that you have no ficknefs or forrow ! — that is 
fuch happinefs, as does not fall to the lot of any 
body in this World. Whatever you may think, 
the King upon his Throne has more cares and 
Ve^^ations than you have. Many and many 

ft nighf:, when you are found alleep, he and hi$ 

Minifters 



Mioiftcis are hard at work^ for you, 4Mid me, mi 
eIJ of us : And the cafe is the fame with tho 
(jfreat and Leariied, Sopie of them, indeed> lifce 
fbme of you, ne^left their bufinef?, and wafte 
tjieip time in Idlenefs and Vice ; hut others work 
9^ hard or harder than you 5 and their work is of 
ji woj^fe fort.-rrYour's freferv^s your health j 
while th^ir's defiroys their health, and fhortens 
tbfir Jives, Qod has fo ordered it, that, in thijt 
life, ©Q Man Ihall be completely happy i but moft 
men, let their fitu^tion be what ij will, may bq 
ukYA^h I)appyt if it be not their ow» fault : and 
every M^^V niav be ^omfUtely happy for w^ in 
another Wwld j and the fame means which wilj 
make him happy -in another Worlds will com^ 
monly make him comfortable in this. 

I^et us, then, inquire wh«bt tboie means are ; 
Thej^ may be exprelTed in two fhort words — 

BE GOOD ! 

fGod, who made all things, has fonvide them,i 
that it is impoffible for a bad Man to be happy, 
Jie has given us Laws, and has promifed to re? 
tardus if we obey them, and to puniih us if we 
do not. He commands us to love and fear him i 

to 
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jp<pray. to him ^ to believe in Jefvi? Chrift hli$ 
Son } |o lionour and obey the JCing^ a«nd all who 
are jij authority under himj to fubmit to our 
Mafl^rs, and all Uwftil Governors, To refpe^ 
God*$ Minifters, his Sajbbath, and his Church. 
To pay all their dues, whether Tithes, Taxes> 
(^ufton^s, or other .things. To obey the Laws of 
the Country in which, we live. To dp to others 
OS we would have them do to us.. To love our 

* , . ' * ♦ * •• - 

Neighbours, and aflift them as often as it is in our 
powerr To be honeft, fober, modeft, and decent. 
To work diligently, in order to get our Living. 
To bear patiently fuch Misfortunes as befiU us. 
To be thankful for .fuc|i good Things as we en- 
joy,^ for our HeaJth, and Strength, and daily 

Bread, and many other Bleffings, which ^e ^re 
too apt not to confider as we ought. They are 
all the Qifts of God^ and ought to be received ^i 

* * • - 

fuch. 

Now I would afkr any fair Man^ if ^there is any 
thing hard or unr«afonable in all this? . Or whe- 
ther he is not convinced, that, if we y/ould obey 
thefe Laws, we fliould be much happier than we 
^re? For, forry I ^m to fay it, we do not obej^ 

them 



them as We dugt*it* Inftead*df loving and fearing 
God, we {eldom think of him. Inftead of pray-- 
ing to'hira every night and morning j fbme, I fear, 
never pray at alU Inftead of obeying the King^ 
his Magiftratcs» ' and his Officers, how many 
lately haVe been guilty of infultlng him and them ! 
How many have joinecl in riotous Mobsj^ and 
Seditious Qlubs, and Meetings ! hpvv many have 
held up their hands for rudp^ urunaiily, a^nd dif* 
loyal Addreffes | in fhort^ liow many ha,ve been 
the dupes of a fet of Wretches, who have left nQ 
means untried to riiin our Chtirch, our King^ and 
our Country, and make us Slav<?s to the French ! 
Inftead of refpefting God's Minifters and Or* 

dinances, how many abuft t^e' Clei^, feldom 

• • » ■ ■ ' .• 

go to Church, and fpend Ood*s Day in' doing 
their own bufinefs, or in |aunting about, or 
getting drunk ; though it is exprefly ordered^ 

that neither we, nor our Servai^tS;^ nor oiir Cattle^ 

.-,..■ . • 

ihair work oii that Day i ^^^ that we fhall keep 
it holy ! Inftead of paying to all their Dues ; how 
many try to cheat the 'Clergy of their Tithes, 
and the King of his Taxes j; and buy fmuggled 
goods whenever they can meet with them ! By 

thefe 
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th^feand many fuch thing;, %hty Si^.zt^pat 
^ainft the Laws of God, ?ind th,c L^w^ of .this; 
Li^dr Who is there that alv^y$\{ic>es as\^ he 
wcmldbe dpne by?-T-that never fpeaksill of hx% 
Neighbour ?-T<;h*t ^eyer. tries to deceiye> or^de*. 
fistud, or over-rga^h . another ? . JFio\y comnip;^ 
Ve Drinking, Lewdnefs, Gambling ;; and aboTC 
all, prpfen? Cpirftng.afid Sivgaring,- which giv^ 
n^ pleafure • to anyr, ]^an» and arcTp pffe^ve to 

<?p4 ?: . JIpw mi^iyj who. are able to, earn a com- 
foft jijble. living, ;wijl not ,w9rk, but . live in dirt and 
nags^, w^andlering abput the Cpuntry^j bfgging and 
ftealihg ? How m&ny never thank Gdd.fpr ,any 
Aingt are ^never contented, but i grumble and 
^mplain, even when nothing ails thenj, and they 
ape not in want?. And-whatijial^^ail thisth^ 
more unpardonable, ris,..that We ace. not fuak ut 
ignorance, asmanyr Nations hav6 beefu. We have 
the Bible in our h^fid^ or at l^sift io.oui: houfes; 
and njight read it jif we; would ;; aa<J if we w<Md 
read it^ we could not fail to know) our Duty, 
But the truth is, moil of us kuo(SD.daT Duty, but 
wont doit. r . . f 

leiiit . any wonder then, .that ;G^, who 
k rjuft, Ihould punifh us for this? He has 

given 



Kad : For Itk/y attf Ma^t6 riimi offy F^pHj iji 
any Part of the WtrU^ in any P&itfd ef "timt % 
that evef- €r^eS Ju^k £feat BUJtH^s arid Ad^ 
V am ages ^ as wd now di^ ^ ^ry lately did / 
We have the free excrcifeof our Religion^ out? 
Perfons and Property arc alfo free. We can go 
wliere We will, and^o what we will. And fo loiig 
as we do not itgure othersj liobody can injure to 
twthout being punifhable for it. We five in a 
Land of Plenty ; and the pooreft perfoii m it, 
thatisfober and frugal, eats better bread, and 
lives m a better habitation,, than thole of higher 
rank in mod other G)Untfie^^ Shew vok the lund 
befides this, where the Labourers ever eat whitoF 
Bread, or five in fuch comfortable Cottages. 

i: 

Shew me any perfon in this Ifland, who does not 
live better than his Father did ; unlefe he is idle 
and {MTofligate* We comjdain that Bread, Mcat^ 
lUid other thii^ are dear i and 1^ th^y are : but 
what is the caafe of it ?~Why that every body 
eats more of them than they ufed to do. H the 
Poor lived on Potatoes, on Oats, on Kyc^^ on 
IB^rley, xxt on Rice> and eat ho Meat (which 19 

thft 
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ife cafe in the reft of the Werid) ; bo*h Brca<l 
»d Meat wcadd foon be cteapi N ot tfedt t wiaiirf 
Ihcfti td live fo : ^y H0 meMs : 1 M^ift they liipeA 
ftin butler tlisih t^y d6 : but n^ti^f l\vam i&/ifej!^t 
th^ thejr (kDttld not gnimble aiid confst^ui^ 
wbeii they are better off t&^^ a;!!^ other Natioa 
fahder Hesiveii ^ They wot&i jMeum iti tho 
Waged th^ ikYe^ and moi^ tod^- ii they wodoed 
As ksYdbftke i^s ^ thdy d^ by tfeej^ir^r; Md 
if they cairried dli tkeir f^rtejt td tb^ir A¥iicci^ t 
but while they carry it to the Aleho^,. moib 
VfBsgts would t$6 ^ curie as^ no bte^g. f 

The Gtmckfibn of the^ t^cfe is: this;:— Go* 
fwasl^e^ this Cc^Jfttry beyond idd' oiihcrs : Wrf 
have A* beft R«ligi;on, Ihe befft fejfrna offOomm^ 
tti&ity and the n$oft plentiful Land^ of a»y P«>i 
pie ttpon Eaerth : &it' W« km malte f«ch a bo* 
tile of tfaefe bleffiiig^, l!ha£ ^^-dre in' greA l^aifg^ 
«f lofittg them. We negfea Ood^ M» SkawTice/ 
land te Day. Wie calt ouTielyes- Cbr^ms^ b«i^ 
«^ haiKfly kno«r what the iM^ord means^ Fe«r 
confidefy tha^ et^eAy lVfon> \vh^ ll^yi he 11- k 
Ghriftian, fays as follows :^« I ani the S^ldi^ 
end^ttant of JbTui Chrift: I iore itoioiiiioad 

aU 
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all Sin and Wlcfcedncfi, and all the Vanities dt 
Ais World* I have owned that: I am a Sinnpr^ 
and that I <2an only be faved by the Merits, andi 
$iiffcrihgs of Jeftis Chrift ; and in order to re- 
ceive the Benefits of tl^cfe, I mttft repent of my 
Sins ; I muft bdieve in Jefus Chrift ; and I muft 
do what he has commanded* His Commands are 
contained in the Gofpel s I muft, therefore, read 
tiat^ in order to learn my Duty j and, when 
I have learned it, I muft do it faithfully and 
diligently J' 

Oh! my Countrymen ! if we would do this^ 
^e (hould be fafe, and happy, and profperous t 
God would make a hedge about us, and about 
all we have ; and would defend us from all our 
Enemies ! We (hould no longer be divided and 
iveakened by Parties and Oppofitions; for we 
fliould be all of one mind ; we (hould all fear 
God, and honour the King, and love one another 
— and who would dare to invade us ? Why are 
TIC, then, fo blind to our intereft, as to rejeft 
Peace and Profperity, when we might (b eafily 
obtain them ? If you love your Country, if you 
Iwe your Wives or your Children, if ypu lov^ 
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yourf elves — ^reform yoxir Cpnduft before xtj^c too 
late ! The Judgments of God are in the World : 
they haveYallen upon France;, .upon Flanders, ijtpon 
HoUimd ! They are ready to fjdl uponois. , If wt 
will not take warning from all that has paiTed) and 
is now paffii^, almoft at our doors -, we have no 
excufe, and therefore no room to hope that wc, 
fliall efcs^pe. But even if we could, what would 
it avail ? The Day of Judgment muji come j 
when jcvery one v^o has not repentpd: ^od re- 
formed* will be condemned to fuffcr tlie Tor- 
ments of Hell for ever ! What ^hofe Tprments 
are, we knpw not j an<J God grant wc aey^r may } 
but, if there be any Tn^th in the Word of God 
itfelfji thejr are far greater, . and more dreadful, 
than any thing Man ever felt, or can conceive. 



LOOK down, O God of all Mercy, on this 
Land! Open our eyes, that we may fee thy 
Judgments hanging over our heads and ready to 
fall on us ! Give us a jyft fcnfe of our Giiilt, and 
Grace to amend our Lives ^ and let bur timely 

D Re- 
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Repentance make us fit objeds of thy M«X7» 

1 

and prevent the deftruftion of our Natron. 

Btefs thy Servant our King, with long Life and 
Peace. 'Give trae Wifdom to all thofe v^o hav4 
any (hare in the Government of oiir Country ; 
that they may fee and know, that neither ouf 
own Arm, nor our own Devices can fave us ^ 
and may learn to look up to Thee,- O God of 
Hofls, for Thine almighty Aid. 

Give a douWe portion of thy Spirit, lo 4M 

ftfliops and Paftors of thy Church ; that they 

may devote themfdves entirely to tfey Service 5 

boldly rebuke Vice ; and by their Diligence and 

Zeal, by the Soundnefe^ of their t>o£tiine ^t^ 
Holinefs of their Lives; may turn the itfeaits 

of this Nation, frosft the lAifb of the Flefh, the 
Vanities of Life, and the defire of earthly Gain, 
to the Knowledge ahd Love of Thee and of the 
Gofpel of thy Son. 

Grant that thofe, to whom thou haft com- 
mitted Wealth, or Power, or Learning, or any 
ufefiil Talents ; may ever remember from whom 

« 

they received them, and employ them for the 

•good 
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good of all ; that fo they may ^ve in their ac«> 
count with joy at the laft Day. 

Andy findly, we befeech Tbee^ to make us 
humble and peaceable, fober and diligent, juft 
atnd merciful y pious towards Thee our God j loyal 
to our King, obedient to our Governors, reipe£t- 
fUl to our Superiors, and kind and affeAionate t^ 
all Men : That being pioteded by thy Almighty 
Power, we may pafe our time here In Peace 
and Comfort ; and be made partakers hereafter, 
of eternal Happinefs ; through the Merits and 
Interceffion of our blefled Lord and Saviour Jefu& 
Chri ft ■ A nd let every true Briton fay, 

AMEK 
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Should any due, \rho has a Ihare in llic 
Lcgiiiature or Government of this Land, perufe 
thefe Pages ; let him refled ferioully how he can 
anfwer to God and his Country, for fitting tame- 
ly by, without attemptii^ to reprefs thofe grofs 
Crimes, which, if fuffered to continue, muft 
bring us to Deftru(9:ion. If he wants Refolution^ 
he is unfit for liis Station. Let him no longer 
fear the Scoffs of a few impious Wretches ; but 
uniting with other ferious and active Men ; and 
avoiding all Heat and Enthufiafm on the one 
hand, and all Lukewarmnefs and Timidity on 
the other ; let them confider what are the reign«c 
ing Vices, and at leafl: attempt to check tlicm. 

Adultery rages : — and, whilft our Law gives 
large Damages to the injured Man^ no Atoncv 
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tfient whatever is made to our injured God /— ^ 
nay, both He, and his Law, are indilted : for the 
Adulterer aud Adulterefs are let go free, and are 
even allowed to enter into unholy Wedlock. By 
the Jewifli Law (which was the Law of God), 
they were both to die. Under the pure Chriftian 
Difpenfation, fhall they not only efcape, but be 
put on a level with the Virtuous ? Surely the 
Woman, at lead, ought to be marked with lome 
perfonal Infamy ; and in no cafe be permitted to 
marry again. 

Gaming, though not perhaps fo direft an In(ult 
on God, is no lefs pernicious in its efiedts. — It 
feems to defy the exifting Laws, and therefore 
calls for new ones. 

' ** Becaufe of Swearing, the Land mourneth/* 
— ^** Swear not at all.** — ^** Above all things, my 
Brethren, fwear not.** — Such are the ftrong ex- 
preflions of our Sacred Code, How then can we 
hope to be excufed or pardoned, when we mul- 
^iply Oaths by every new Law, till they are be» 
come almoft Words of Courfe ; and have loft all 
^hat Reverence which was formerly annexed tm 
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them ; and without which, thcjr can only in^^ 
cieafe our Condemnation* 

A Cuitom*hou& Oath is already proverbial, 
and a Tax Oa^ is in great danger c£ becoming 
(b. Were no Oath adminiftered^ but in a public 
Court, by the Judgp himfelf, and with the utmoft 
poflibk (blemnity ; it would imprefs both the 
Witnefs and the Audience with a juft ienfe of its 
awful nature* In all other cafes, the (igning a 
Declaration of the truth of the evidence given^ 
and the juftnefs of the Punifliment to be incxirred 
if it prove felfe j would be far more decent, and 
at lead as efieftual, as the Oath now adminiftered* 

*^ Remember the Sabbath Day, to keep it 
holy/' — " In it thou (halt not do any Work j 
Thou, nor thy Son, nor thy Daughter, thy Man 
Cbrvant, nor thy Msdd iervant^ nor thy Cattk.** 
— " Wholbever doth any Work on the Sabbath 
day, he ftiaU furely be put to Death'* — Such is 
Chff:s Law. But what is <mr PraSice f Lookv 
at our Streets and Roads ; and fee them crowded^ 
not merely with the Carriages of the Great, but 
with Stages full c£ Travellers, and Waggoiy 
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loaded with Goods, Surely when wc arc dif- 
treffed for new Taxes, a heavy Sunday Toll 
might be laid throughout the liland ; to check 
itt leaft, if we will not prohibit, the grofe pn^ 
fenation of the Lord^s Day, that fertile fourceof 
Immorality. And if no Public Houfes, except 
inns on great Roads, were fuffered to be opeij oa 
Sundays, it would prevent fomc Mtirders, maoy 
Robberies, and infinite Mifchief. 



IF any Perfon fhould be inclined to thbk tht: 
pdrefent ftate of Things in this Country, not fuch 
as to warrant the Anxiety and Alarm exprefled 
in the preceding Pages : let him read attentiveljp 
the following Extrafts from the Writings of two 
of the ableft and beft men of our Age ; andy 
having fo done, let him confider the Events 
which have fince happened, and the Alteratioa 
which has fince taken place in our National 
Principles and Morals; and then fay — ^What 
iieir Sentiments would noief be ? 

** Seldom 
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** Seldom any State is ruined, but there are 
evident Signals-and Pref^es of it. In general, 
without the Spirit of Prophecy, it is no difficult 
siatter to perceive when Cities and Kingdoms. 
tXQ tending towards their final Period and 
Diffdution. There are as certain Tokens 
und Symptoms of a Confumption and De- 
cay in the Body Politic, as in the Body 
Natural. I would not prcfage ill to my Coun- 
try; but, when we confider the many hei* 
nous and prefumptuous Sins of this Nation j 
the Licentioufhefs, and Violation of all Order 
iind Difcipline ; the daring infoknce of Robbers 
and Smugglers, in open defiance of all Law and 
Juftice 5 the Faftions and Divifi6ns ; the Vena- 
Kty and Corruption ; the Avarice and Proftifian 
of all Ranks and Degrees among us ; the total 
want of Public Spirit, and ardent paffion for pri' 
.vate ends and interefts ; the Luxury and Gaming 
and Diffolutenefs in high Life, and the Lazi- 
nefi and Drunkennefs and Debauchery in low 
Life ; and ' above all, that barefaced ridicule of 
all Virtue and Decency; and that fcandalous 
Negledt, and I wiflu I (jauld not fay Contempt of 



